
What is a Nerd?
A historical and journalistic examination of the cultural psychology of 

outcast groups in contemporary North America by literary analysis and 
comparative case study





Definition 1: Nerd

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/nerd
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nerd

“Nerd (adjective: nerdy) is a descriptive term, often used 
pejoratively, indicating that a person is overly intellectual, 

obsessive, or socially impaired.”  —Wikipedia

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/nerd
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nerd


Definition 2: Geek

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/geek
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geek

Originally used to describe eccentric or non-mainstream 
people … Connotes an expert or enthusiast or a person 

obsessed with a hobby or intellectual pursuit … pejorative"

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/geek
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geek


Example 1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tkvvwIawjTU


Example 2: 
White & Nerdy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N9qYF9DZPdw



Postulation: Type I Nerd
Machine-like 

Intellectual 

…in ways that are machine-like 

Socially awkward 

…in ways that are machine-like



Postulation: Type II Nerd

Socially excluded 

Considered by the popular kids as “uncool” 

Bound up with the Type I Nerd



Early Depictions of Nerds

Mary in “Pride and Prejudice” (1813) 

Gussie Fink-Nottle in “Right Ho, 
Jeeves” (1934) 

Victor Frankenstein (1816)



Jocks

1892—First physical education 
requirements in schools 

↓farming  ↑sports



Masculinity



Animal Magnetism



Science Fiction



Comic Con



Nerd is the Word
“If I Ran the Zoo” — Dr. Seuss, 
1950 

drip, square — Newsweek, 
1951 

Stereotype fully formed, 1960 

Nerds on SNL, 1978? 

Revenge of the Nerds, 1984 

Freaks and Geeks, 1999



Race and Nerdiness



Semantic Analysis

Source:   http://allthingslinguistic.com/post/52252287454/whats-the-difference-between-a-geek-and-a-nerd


