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With a foreword about UDLS



UDLS?

● Free, casual lectures on a variety of topics held Fridays 

at 5pm in the 8th floor boardroom (X836) of the 

ICICS/CS building

● Began in 2007



Current Organizers

Paulette Koronkevich Joseph Wonsil 
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UDLS?

1. Idea
2. Research

3. Make presentation

4. Present 

● The Pug. A comprehensive excursion on its roles and 

perception with an emphasis on German culture

● A History of Photography: From Representation Towards 

Expression

● Olives: what are they anyways?

● Reading from "This Is How You Die" while candles melt

● Bananas

● Coffee (again)
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A Brief, and Mostly Useless, 
History and Geography 
Lesson about Vancouver



Where even are we

● City located in the Eastern 

portion of British Columbia

● You read that right

● Eastern



Where even are we

● City located in the Eastern 

portion of British Columbia

● You read that right

● Eastern
● We’re talking longitudes

○ Westernmost: -139

○ Easternmost: -114

○ Vancouver: -123.1



But why a city?

● Indigenous peoples lived here as 

early as 8000 - 10000 years ago

●  Squamish, Musqueam, and 

Tsleil-Waututh peoples of the Coast 

Salish group

● Villages in:
○  Stanley Park

○ False Creek

○ Kitsilano

○ Point Grey 

○ Near the mouth of the Fraser River
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But why a city?

● “Gassy” Jack opened a bar at the request of his 

friend, a mill owner

● The building constructed by idle mill workers in 

exchange for all-you-can-drink in one sitting 

whiskey 

● The next bar was 25 miles away

● Became the “Gastown” area

● Also was most likely a terrible person

● Europeans wanted a bar



So the name…

● George Vancouver

● English explorer 

● He got around…
○ Vancouver Peninsula, Australia 

○ Mount Vancouver, Yukon

○ Mount Vancouver, NEW ZEALAND

○ Vancouver Road, London

○ Vancouver, WA



Vancouver is actually pretty young

● Incorporated in 1886

● Same year as Coca-Cola’s founding 



Vancouver had a hot start

CLEAR LAND WITH FIRES

BURNT



Vancouver had a hot start

AND THE WHOLE CITY BURNT DOWN…



So the name(s)

● Burrad Inlet

● Harry Burrard Neale, George’s friend

● Never even saw Vancouver



So the name(s)...

● Burrard Inlet

● Harry Burrard Neale, George’s friend

● Never even saw Vancouver

● All other “Burrards” named after the inlet…
○ Street

○ Bridge

○ Peninsula 

○ etc….



Leg-in-boot Square

● Human leg washed up on 

False Creek’s Shore in 

1887

● Police placed it on display 

in case the owner wanted 

to claim it

● The leg has yet to be 

claimed



More Historical Emergency Services



The Historic Gastown Steam Clock



The “Historic” Gastown Steam Clock

● Built in 1977

● Covered a steam vent, which 

powers the clock



The “Historic” Gastown “Steam” Clock

● Built in 1977

● Covered a steam vent, which 

powers the clock

● Electrical since 1986, originally 

supposed to be backup



Remember “Gassy” Jack?



Lions Gate Bridge (First Narrows Bridge)

● Built by the Guiness family
● Yeah, that Guiness
● They wanted a connection to 

their new housing development 
“British Properties” where only 
white people were allowed to 
live

● Also only white people could 
work on the bridge 
○ Actually you couldn’t be from 

Asia
● Guiness donated lights in 1986
● Lionsgate named after the 

bridge
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How can I refer to Metro Van places?

West End



How can I refer to Metro Van places?

Downtown Eastside



South Vancouver?

● Oak

● BC 99

● Interstate 5 WA, 

OR, CA…

● Mexico F 1…



Tijuana, Mexico



Stanley Park

● Public park north of Downtown

● Bigger than NYC’s Central Park
○ NYC didn’t like this so introduced 

invasive grey squirrels in 1914

● Home to:
○ Vancouver Aquarium 

○ Rose Gardens 

○ Totem Poles



Stanley Park

● Public park north of Downtown

● Bigger than NYC’s Central Park
○ NYC didn’t like this so introduced 

invasive grey squirrels in 1914

● Home to:
○ Vancouver Aquarium 

○ Rose Gardens 

○ Totem Poles

○ A cannon that shoots directly at 

downtown every day at 9 o’clock 

referred to as the 9 o’clock gun that 

UBC engineering students stole and 

held for ransom in 1969



Vancouver has some famous beaches 

137 metersNude



This is a segway



“Canadian Tuxedo”

● Bing Crosby initially refused entrance to 

upscale Vancouver hotel due to looking 

like a “bum” in denim-on-denim

● Levis responded with an entirely denim 

tuxedo for Bing Crosby

● “Notice to All Hotel Men: a perfectly 

appropriate fabric and anyone wearing it 

should be allowed entrance into the finest 

hotels.”



London Fog

● Mary Loria at the Buckwheat Cafe in 

1997

● Loria, pregnant, wanted a coffee 

substitute and chatted with the 

barista to try something new

● Landed upon a “tea latte” with earl 

grey tea



Halloween Fireworks

● Banned now, significant tradition to Vancouver

● Difficult to say when it started

● Some say inspired by Guy Fawkes Night, Devil’s 

or Mischief Night 

● Vancouver has a high concentration of 

immigrants from China, where fireworks are 

prominent (and were invented)



“Hollywood of the North”

● Juno

● Twilight Series

● Fifty Shades of Grey

● Exorcism of Emily Rose

● Psych 
● Lucifer
● Fear the Walking Dead
● The Haunting of Bly 

Manor



Crows Commute to Vancouver

● Crows in Vancouver fly in from 

near Still Creek in Burnaby 

● At dusk they fly back

● Housing prices……



UBC is not in Vancouver

● Unincorporated land known as the University 

Endowment Lands

● Administered by the province 

● Set aside by BC for the University 


