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About me

• 1st year M.Sc. student 


• Research area: Software engineering 


• Hobbies:


• Long walks on the beach


• Warm sunlight on my face brings me to tears


• Daydreaming about dropping out of grad 
school



Why Grad School? 



Unparalleled work-life balance
1







Frequent travel to exotic locales 
(conferences!)

2



haha gotem!



Plentiful free food

3



– Reid Holmes, Pragmatic Software Reuse



Still interested?
Unparalleled work-life balance

Frequent travel to exotic locales
Plentiful free food



Get some help.



The Application Process
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Choosing a school
Hedge your bets! Just remember:

School > Research lab/cohort > Advisor



Reference letters

• Ask professors you barely know


• Ask no earlier than two (2) days before the deadline


• Provide zero information, keep them on their toes!



Contacting faculty (Part 1)

• Remember your SE classes, generics are good


• Follow the DRY principle


• Tell a story with your emails


• The longer the better!


a.k.a. the copypasta method



Contacting faculty (Part 2)



The statement of intent (Part 1)
• Practice your fiction skills!


• Most papers are fictional these days anyway


• CONS should not Evaluate its Arguments ???


• Threesomes, With and Without Blame ??!!!


• Elucidate your superior comprehension of your intended field by utilizing substantial 
combinations of characters with pre-designated semantic meaning determined by 
society


• “use” → “utilize”


• “graph with data” → “machine learning”


• “make easier” → “mechanize”
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The statement of intent (Part 2)

• Do not state your intent!


• Trick question!


• Avoid at all costs!


• Danger!

Instead… tell your life story





Offer(s)



Flip a coin



Flip a coin
(No, really)



Questions?


